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Celebrating Boxborough Trails with a Walk with

Henry David Thoreau

Henry David Thoreau (aka Richard Smith) led a group 
of enthusiastic walkers through the woods on the newly 
cleared Hager Land trail on May 18 as part of the Hidden 
Treasures program with the Freedom’s Way National 
Heritage Association. The event started in the library 
with Alan Rohwer leading an introduction to Thoreau 
and his interest in Boxborough. Alan set the scene at 
1860, explaining how Thoreau documented his walks in 
his journal, and in particular admired the oak forest of 
Boxborough known as Inches Woods,

"The handsomest thing I saw in Boxboro was this noble 
stand of oak wood. I doubt if there is a fi ner one in 
Massachusetts” wrote Thoreau.

Thoreau himself, played by well-known reenactor Richard 
Smith, stepped forward in character and spoke about 
his interest in the town and its woods, quoting from his 
journals “On any moral question, I would rather have the 
opinion of the farmers of Boxboro' than of Boston and 
New York put together.” and adding his own personal 
quips.

The group then headed onto the Hager Land Trail, part 
of those former woods. Henry stopped often to admire 
the canopy of trees, the birds and wetlands along the 
way and chat, holding court and answering questions. 
Over 30 walkers enjoyed this chance to learn, walk, and 
laugh together on a gorgeous sunny spring day. The 
walk ended back in the library for more questions, and a 
chance to see the marvelous replica desk constructed by 
Rich of Boxborough Hardwood Furniture.

The trail is now marked by a new kiosk, complete with 
trail map and a history of Thoreau and his visit for all 
to read. Thank you to Alan Rohwer for lending us his 
expertise in his knowledge of Thoreau. Our thanks as 
well to Boxborough Land Stewards, who oversaw the 
volunteers from Crown Castle clearing the trails. This 
event was a partnership between the Land Stewards, the 
Sargent Library, the Boxborough Historic Commission, 
and Bettering Boxborough Together, New trail maps are 
available at Town Hall and the library, complete with 
12 trails in all in an easy to fold booklet. This project is 
funded through CHNA15 DoN funds from Lahey Hospital 
& Medical Center and Winchester Hospital"
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UCC Boxborough Historic Renovation Underway
For over 180 years the Boxborough church has stood at the corner of Middle Road and Massachusetts Avenue, right 
in the center of Boxborough. The original Meeting House church was constructed in 1833, and converted to a two-
story building in 1890. New structures were added over the years: Fellowship Hall (now the Community Center) in 
1964, and a new Sanctuary building in 2000.

Last year, the congregation began the Open Doors Project in order to make the facilities more welcoming and 
available to the wider community. The renovation of the Community Center was completed a year ago as Phase I of 
the project, to rave reviews from members of the community. In Phase II, the Meeting House church building will be 
renovated, the “latest” renovation of this original building since 1890. Much of the work is structural: The building 
sits largely on piles of stones and cinder blocks, as shown.

But much of the work is intended to increase the welcome to all: 
 • a single, accessible main entrance 
 • a new farmer’s porch on the Middle Road side, facing Town Hall
 • a large, fully-accessible gathering space on the second fl oor
 • informal meeting space on the fi rst fl oor

One other change immediately visible on the outside: the steeple, which is seriously deteriorated, will be replaced 
by 4 Gospel Points. This will restore the look of the building to the way it was before 1990, when the steeple was 
installed.  

Construction on Phase II will begin by the end of June and is projected to be complete early next year. Maugel 
Architects of Harvard prepared the design and Green Leaf Construction of Leominster will carry out the work. The cost 
of Phase I and Phase II together is $1.8 million, of which $1.6 million has been raised among church membership.

Phase III of the Open Doors project involves creating an outdoor common, an attractive gathering place on the lawn 
on the Middle Road side of the church. Planning will begin when Phase II is complete. 

The Community Center, BCC space, and sanctuary space will remain open during construction, and the grounds will 
be available as well for the Harvest Fair.  

Questions? Look on the Boxborough UCCwebsite at https://www.boxboroughucc.org/ under OPEN DOORS or attend 
a free ice cream social Open Doors Scoop: Thursday, June 20, 7-9:30pm & Saturday, June 22, 11:00am - 12:30pm
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COA VAN
Need a ride to the doctor? A lift to the food pantry? Or to one of your favorite library 
programs? The COA Van can help! The Boxborough Council on Aging van is now 
available on Mondays 12p-5p, Tuesdays 9a-4p, and Wednesday 9a-4pm. For $1 
each way Boxborough residents age 60+ or 18-59 with disabilities can call 978-
844-6809 at least one day in advance to book transportation on the van. When 
space is available residents under 60 without disabilities may also ride.

Would you like to help your neighbors and earn some money while you do it? 
The COA is hiring part time and back up van drivers. All you need is a regular 
Massachusetts license and a clean background check/driving record. All other 
training will be provided. Call to learn more: 978-264-1717.

Contribute to the Bee
Do you have a local event or program you'd like to submit to the Fall 2019 edition 
of the Bee? Is there a local business or character you think we should profi le? Email 
the details in plain text to BoxboroughBee@gmail.com. Photos are welcome, 
please send them as separate fi les.

Stay up to date and follow us on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/betteringboxboroughtogether


